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XLV.—On two apparently undescribed Species of Sturnus. 
By R. Bowpier SHARPE, F.L.S., F.Z.S., &e. 


Ir seems somewhat strange that two birds, of which the 
British Museum possesses an abundant series, should prove 
to be unnamed, but such I believe to be the case. One of 
these is the ordinary Starling of India, and the other is the 
Indian representative of Sturnus purpurascens of Armenia. 

I cannot at the present moment go into the question of the 
ranges of these two species, as I am waiting for additional 
materials from some important European localities, and I 
intend very shortly to publish a paper on the distribution of 
the species of Sturnus. I therefore content myself with 
giving diagnoses of the two undescribed forms. 


STURNUS MENZBIERI, Sp. N. 


S. similis S. vulgari, sed capite et gulà totâ rubescenti- 
dlior : 
purpureis distinguendus. Long. tot. 80, culm. 1-15, 
alse 5°05, caudæ 2°35, tarsi 1'1. 


The Muscum has this species marked by Mr. Robson as 
S. vulgaris from Asia Minor, as well as several specimens 
from Persia. It is the Starling of Krasnoyarsk, where Mr. 
Secbohm procured it im breeding-plumage. The Museum 
also has specimens from Afghanistan, and from all parts of 
India from Scinde to Assam, and from Oude to Madras, so 
that its range isimmense, It is the species figured by Gould 
in the ‘ Birds of Asia’ as Slurnus humit; but his description 
applies to another bird, viz. S. indicus, Hodgs. (S. nitens, 
Hume). 

The Oriental form of the Common Starling possesses green 
scapulars like that specics, and has of course green wing- 
coverts. In the colours of the flanks it also approaches 
S. vulgaris; but it may be separated at a glance by its purple 
head and throat, which characters also distinguish it from 
S. indicus. 


STURNUS PORPHYRONOTUS, sp. n. 


S. similis S purpurascenti, sed dorso rubescenti-purpureo, 
uropygio concolore, distinguendus. Long. tot. 80, 
culm. 1°15, ale 5:0, ‘caudse 9: 45, tarsi 1°15. 
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Of this well-marked form the Museum possesses a good 
serics of birds in breeding-plumage from Afghanistan, and 
in winter dress from the plains of India. Mr. Secbohm also 
has three from Saharunpur. Mr. Dresser has apparently 
figured this red-backed form as the adult of S. purpurascens ; 
but no Asia Minor skins in the Museum or in Mr. Secbohm’s 
collection can be mistaken for the Indian bird. 


STURNUS caucasicus, Lorenz, is a perfectly good specics, 
representing S. poltaratzkit in the Caucasus. It differs, 
however, from that species in haviug a dark green head. 


STURNUS POLTARATZKU, Finsch, is, as Mr. Seebohm has 
already discovered, Mr. Hume’s Sturnus nobilior, the types of 
which the Museum now possesses. 

I add a ‘Key’ to the species of Sturnus, about which the 
only thing that strikes me as remarkable is the necessity for 
admitting Sturnus vulgaris to both sections, as the breeding- 
plumage is often intensely purple above, and approaches 
that of S. minor atd others of the purple-winged group. 


Genus Stuxrnvus, L. 


Clavis Specierum. 


a. Pileo dorsoque concoloribus. 
a’. Seapularibus viridibus (chalybeo vel «neo niten- 
tibus). 
a". Tectricibus alarum viridibus vel chalybeo- 
viridibus. 
a. Pectore viridi: hypochondriis chalybeis vel 
purpurascenti-cæruleis. 


Co KIEO TURRE oe 0.066 ccs cee .. vulgaris, hiem. 
b*, Pileo gulâque rubescenti-purpureis ........ menzbieri. 
b'", Pectore æneo- vel cuprescenti-viridi: pileo 
I A A T E E A EO e indicus. 


b". Tectricibus alarum violaceis vel purpurascentibus, 
haud viridescentibus: pileo gulâque purpuras- 
CUUR e e E aa 0S x poltaratzkii. 
c", Tectricibus alarum læte chalybeis aut chalybeo- 
viridibus, extus rubescenti-purpureis: pileo 
CONS. o aaae .. caducasicus. 
b'. Scapularibus rubescenti- vel cyanescenti-purpureis, 
hand viridescentibus. 
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d', Interscapulio dorsoque chalybeo-viridibus: uro- 
pygio et supracaudalibus purpurascentibus vix 
chalybeo aut chalybeo-viridi nitentibus: ab- 
domine purpureo, hypochondriis zeneo-purpu- 
Dieters oa en anes + 0-05 Goal mea em tates ware 700 0a¢ purpurascens. 
e". Tergo rubescenti-purpureo: uropygio dorso con- 
colore, vix chalybeo, sed minime viridi lavato. 
c", Tergo vix chalybeo-purpureo lavato: abdomine 
- sordide rubescenti-purpureo aut seneo-pur- 
PREO e oaoa naen aes A ea EE s»... porphyronotus. 
d'", Tergo rubescenti-purpureo, unicolore. 
c*, Corporis lateribus seneo-viridibus: abdo- 


mine cuprescenti-viridi. ....s»seesecesse minor. 
d*, Corporis lateribus chalybeis vel chalybeo- 
pus so E venscceccccss VUGANENCS UV. 
b. Pileo dorsoque concoloribus .......... pooto die sea. Unicolor, 


XLVI.—On a Breeding-colony of Larus eburneus on Spits- 
bergen. By Professor Rogert CoLrrerT, Zoological Mu- 
seum, Christiania. 


(Plate XIII.) 


In August 1887 Capt. Johannesen, master of one of the 
Norwegian Arctic traders, passed Cape Smith, the eastern- 
most point of north-eastern Spitsbergen, and one which has 
only been reached in summers exceptionally frce from ice. 
On the small island of Stor-oén, lying about 16 English miles 
to the east of Cape Smith, in 80° 9' N. lat., he discovered 
a colony of Larus eburneus, and as it was easily accessible, 
and he had not previously succeeded in examining one, 
although he had seen several in Tsfjorden and in other parts 
of Spitsbergen, he made a short stay at the island in order, 
if possible, to obtain eggs and young, which he knew would 
of interest. 

On the 8th of August, when he visited the island, he found 
young birds in all stages, from newly hatched to fully fledged, 
together with a small number of eggs, which, however, were 
on the point of hatching, and in all probability not one 
would have been left a week later. Captain Johannesen 
brought with him to Tromsö 19 eggs and one nest, together 


